SECT. 7.                           MARRIAGE.
the neekah, and to state the nature of the marriage portion.
When these have carried the message, an absolute wukeel
(agent) appointed on the side of the bride, accompanies
them back, to arrange the matter. On their return from
the bride with the wukeel, her people dismiss them with a
pankabeera (mouthful of betel) ; but, for the sake of diver-
sion, they inclose the leaves of some tree or otjier in a betel-
leaf, and fold it up in the form of a betel-parcel, and give
it to. them. Occasionally, at the time of so doing, the hus-
band^s brother-in-law with a leathern strap gives the wit-
nesses two or three gentle stripes, observing to them that
this is the punishment they deserve for giving false evidence.
The qa%ee then repeats the same jthjng over to the wukeel,
who, either of his own accord, or as it is suggested to him
by some clever old dame at the bride's house, says many
witty things: e.g. that "the child^s dowry is something
" so considerable, that it is beyond the power of the bride-
" groom to bestow it. But first deliver to me, as earnest-
" money, the following articles, viss. twelve ships laden with
" silk, ten camel-loads of needles, a couple of vessels freighted
cc with garlic and onion husks, fifty white elephants, and ten
" lak^hs of gold mohurs: I shall then acquaint you with th$
" extent of the marriage-portion." The qaxee^ on hearing
this, enquires of the witnesses whether the statement of the
wukeel be correct, or whether he has been bribed to speak
thus in the bride's favour. The witnesses, though present
at the conference, carry on the joke by saying, cc He went
" in behind the skreen, and had a private consultation; so
" that we cannot say but he may have been bribed*^ The
qaxee also, in return, sends back a jocular reply: such as,
cc Had I previously been aware of the circumstance, I
cc should have forwarded these articles with the burree
" apparatus; but since you have only now taken a fancy
K